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stant intellectual activity in order to hold fast what he
had attained, and reach out to further things beyond.

Secondly, it is throughout regarded that wrong
belief, the nursing of delusions, the dulness which
cannot open its eyes to the deep realities of life, are
in themselves ethically wrong; that to believe a lie
is an obstacle to any advance along the path, and
that the Arahat has to be constantly steadfast and
earnest in keeping his views whole and sound.

Thirdly, that it is the greatest mistake to suppose
that the suppression of desire is a part of the higher
Buddhism. It is really just the contrary. Evil de-
sires are, no doubt, to be suppressed. It is true
that some of the desires which in modern Western
life are held to be natural, and worthy of satisfac-
tion, such as the desire for a wife and family, for
wealth and power and titles, are, in Arahatship, re-
garded as obstacles to the attainment of the goal.
But to the Buddhist layman the satisfaction of these
desires is freely permitted and even regulated by
precept; and it is at least an open question whether
we could not match every expression as to the sup-
pression of such desires with equivalents from the
teachings of Western prophets. Even with regard
to the sexual relations Gotama finds himself in
agreement with many earnest Christian writers. It
is at all events certain, that the ideal is not one of